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Board of Trustees minutes
August 18, 2026


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

August 18, 2026
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 18, 2026, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Chairman Colee. Chairman Colee also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Maryann Albers, Dale Colee, Marcy Rood, Dan Diskey, Bishop Wayne Dunning, and Vicki Carr

Trustees Absent:  Ben Andreas, and Shiann Currie

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 21, 2026, had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Diskey moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 21, 2026.  Rood seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed Garth Minor, Student Success Coach and Ally Doerfler, Administrative Assistant, Liberal Arts.
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 MONITORING REPORT

Julie Melton presented the Monitoring Report – Institutional Advancement

REPORT OF ICCTA

Bishop Wayne Dunning and Vicki Carr reminded the Trustees of the upcoming meetings.   



FACULTY REPORT

Brad Curry gave an update to the Trustees on new equipment in the CNC lab. 
    
REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

 The Student Leadership Council Report was in the packet for information.
 
FOUNDATION REPORT

Julie Melton reported on top accomplishments, projects in progress and new opportunities on the horizon.  

CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda was presented to the Board of Trustees.  Items included approval to employee Dr. Justin Willis, VP of SS and Dr. Sheldon Walcher, VP of AS.  The Personnel Update was included for information only.  

Diskey moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented Rood seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.


NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION FOR WELDERS

A recommendation was made to the Board that would authorize the College Administration to purchase seven (7) Power MIG 262MP Multi Process Educational one-pak welders from Airweld - a woman-owned small business in Decatur, Illinois for a total cost of $35,838.31, as presented.   

Carr moved to authorize the College Administration to purchase seven (7) Power MIG 262MP Multi Process Educational one-pak welders from Airweld - a woman-owned small business in Decatur, Illinois for a total cost of $35,838.31, as presented.  Albers seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes.  Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.   


FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The July 2026 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $1,752,683.79 for July 2026 was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Carr moved to ratify the July bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Albers seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

· President Valdez reported to the Board of Trustees that Board Retreat will take place on September 10, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in the Boardroom.  President Valdez will be sending out the agenda in the next few days.
· Enrollment is down by about 9% for the Fall semester.  We will know more on the 10th day when final numbers will be submitted. 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

None 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None

ADJOURNMENT

Albers moved and Rood seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 p.m.



________________________
Dan Diskey, Secretary

