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Board of Trustees minutes
June 16, 2026


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

June 16, 2026
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:34 p.m. Tuesday, June 6, 2026, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Chairman Colee. Chairman Colee also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Maryann Albers, Dale Colee, Bishop Wayne Dunning, Vicki Carr, Marcy Rood and Shiann Currie

Trustees Absent: Dan Diskey and Ben Andreas

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on May 19, 2026, had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Carr moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on May 19, 2026.  Rood seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed Valerie Wells of the Herald and Review.
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REPORT OF ICCTA

Bishop Wayne Dunning shared highlights of the last ICCTA meeting in Lombard on June 5-6.  He encouraged the Trustees to attend future meetings if they are available. 
    
REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Student Trustee Shiann Currie presented the Student Leadership Council Report. 
 


CONSENT AGENDA

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to approve the Consent Agenda.  It was recommended that the Board approve the Interim position for Commander of MCLTC and approve the destruction of verbatim tapes for the Authorization in Compliance.  The Personnel report was also listed as information only.  

Carr move to approve the Consent Agenda.  Bishop Dunning seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  

OLD BUSINESS

TRANSFER OF WORKING CASH

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to adopt Resolution 26-10, as presented.  

Bishop Dunning moved to adopt Resolution 26-10, as presented.  Albers seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.


NEW BUSINESS

BUDGET UPDATE

Sheree Zalanka provided a budget update to the Board of Trustees.  The Budget Hearing and full Budget will be brought to the July meeting to be voted on.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL LEASE AGREEMENT FOR CLEAN ENERGY CONTRACTOR INCUBATOR

A request was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow College Administration to enter into a lease agreement for the CECI which will be located at 601 E. William St. Decatur, IL  2523, as presented.  

Carr moved to allow College Administration to enter into a lease agreement for the CECI which will be located at 601 E. William St. Decatur, IL  2523, as presented.  Bishop Dunning seconded.  Roll call vote being five ayes, one abstained.  Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT FOR SOLUTIONS FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT LOGISTICS (SEEL)

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow the payment of $52,000.00 to SEEL for services provided during May 2026.  These expenses are allowable under CEJA grant guidelines and directly support the program’s mission of creating equitable pathways to employment while strengthening Illinois clean energy workforce pipeline.  

Carr moved to allow the payment of $52,000.00 to SEEL for services provided during May 2026.  These expenses are allowable under CEJA grant guidelines and directly support the program’s mission of creating equitable pathways to employment while strengthening Illinois clean energy workforce pipeline.  Rood seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  

SOLAR PV INSTRUCTIONAL FEES

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow the payment of $28,759.24 for instructional services associated with the June2026 Solar PV Installation Training Program, as presented.

Carr moved to allow the payment of $28,759.24 for instructional services associated with the June2026 Solar PV Installation Training Program, as presented.  Albers seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  


FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The May 2026 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $1,392,922.72 for May 2026 was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Rood moved to ratify the May bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Albers seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

· President Valdez reported to the Board of Trustees that the national search has begun for the VP of Student Success and VP of Academics.  We have received a number of applications, and the goal is to have these positions filled by Labor Day.
· In addition, the search for the Commander of MCLETC will begin in two weeks.
· The Summer Board Retreat that was scheduled for July9, 2026 will be rescheduled for the fall.  Madonna will send out some dates and get it rescheduled.




ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

· Dale Colee thanked everyone for the great work that we do at Richland Community College.  The pulse in the community is good and it’s due the hard work done here on campus. 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None

ADJOURNMENT

Carr moved and Bishop Dunning seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 p.m.



________________________
Dan Diskey, Secretary

