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Board of Trustees minutes
March 24, 2026


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

March 24, 2026
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 24, 2026, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Vice Chairman Andreas. Vice Chairman Andreas also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Rachael Pender, Vicki Carr, Marcy Rood, Ben Andreas, Dan Diskey, Wayne Dunning

Trustees Absent:  Dale Colee and Maryann Albers

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 17, 2026, had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Diskey moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 17, 2026.  Bishop Dunning seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed Karma Carpenter.

REPORT OF SELECTION OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Dr. Isaac Zuniga reported to the Board of Trustees that Shiann Currie will be seated at the April Board of Trustees meeting serving as Student Trustee for the 2026-2027 term.
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REPORT OF ICCTA

Bishop Wayne Dunning gave highlights of the ICCTA meeting held at Moraine Valley Community College.


FACULTY REPORT

Professor Michelle Stephens gave an update on the upcoming production of James and the Giant Peach.

PHI THETA KAPPA ALL-USA ACADEMIC TEAM NOMINEES

Teena Zindel-McWilliams updated the Trustees on three nominees.  Rachael Pender, Peyton Peters, and Alison Cumming.  
    
REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Student Trustee Rachael Pender presented the Student Leadership Council Report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA

The Personnel Report was included as information only. 

OLD BUSINESS

AUTHORIZATION IN COMPLIANCE

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would authorize the destruction of the verbatim record of the March 17, 2024, and April17, 2024 closed session.  

Carr moved to approve the destruction of the verbatim record of the March 17, 2024, and April17, 2024 closed session.  Rood seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.  

EXAMINATION OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to approve the continued confidentiality of the close session minutes of September 20, 2022, October 18, 2022, November 15, 2022, January 17, 2023, February 21, 2023, March 21, 2023, April 18, 2026, May 16, 2026, June 20, 2023, December 19, 2023, February 20, 2024, March 19, 2024, September 17, 2024, October 15, 2024, February 18, 2025, March 18, 2025, August 19, 2025, October 7, 2025, and October 14, 2025, as presented.

Carr moved to approve the continued confidentiality of the close session minutes of September 20, 2022, October 18, 2022, November 15, 2022, January 17, 2023, February 21, 2023, March 21, 2023, April 18, 2026, May 16, 2026, June 20, 2023, December 19, 2023, February 20, 2024, March 19, 2024, September 17, 2024, October 15, 2024, February 18, 2025, March 18, 2025, August 19, 2025, October 7, 2025, and October 14, 2025, as presented. Andreas seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS

FACULTY PROMOTION IN RANK

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to allow promotion in rank for the following:  

Bridget Harrison (Nursing) – Promotion to Associate Professor
Linday Bridgman (Practical Nursing) – Promotion to Assistant Professor
Dr. Schuy Weishaar (English/Philosophy) – Promotion to Professor
Laura Philips (Math) – Promotion to Assistant Professor
Travis White (Math) – Promotion to Assistant Professor

Pender moved to allow promotion in rank for the following:  
Bridget Harrison (Nursing) – Promotion to Associate Professor
Linday Bridgman (Practical Nursing) – Promotion to Assistant Professor
Dr. Schuy Weishaar (English/Philosophy) – Promotion to Professor
Laura Philips (Math) – Promotion to Assistant Professor
Travis White (Math) – Promotion to Assistant Professor
Diskey seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.  

RECOMMENDATION FOR CONTINUANCE

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that Dr. Melissa Scircle, Professor, Psychology in a tenure track position with the College beginning August 2024 be recommended for continuance, as presented.  

Carr moved to recommend continuance for Dr. Melissa Scircle, Professor, Psychology.  Pender seconded.  Rol call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.  

FACULTY OF THE YEAR

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to grant Faculty of the Year to Professor Michelle Stephens, as presented.

Andreas moved to   grant Faculty of the Year to Professor Michelle Stephens, as presented. Pender seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes.  Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried. 

PROFESSOR EMERITUS RECOMMENDATION

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would grant Professor Emeritus status to Joe Draeger and Dr. Laurie Hughes, retired faculty members, as specified in Professor Emeritus Policy 3.8.1, as presented.  

Carr moved to grant Professor Emeritus status to Joe Draeger and Dr. Laurie Hughes, retired faculty members, as specified in Professor Emeritus Policy 3.8.1, as presented.  Diskey seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION TO PURCHASE WELDERS

A recommendation was made to the Board that would authorize the College Administration to purchase twelve (12) Power MIG 262MP Multi Process Educational one-pak welders from Airweld - a woman-owned small business in Decatur, Illinois for a total cost of $57,819.84, as presented. 

Diskey moved to authorize the College Administration to purchase twelve (12) Power MIG 262MP Multi Process Educational one-pak welders from Airweld - a woman-owned small business in Decatur, Illinois for a total cost of $57,819.84, as presented. Rood seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes.  Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE CAREER EXPLORATION CARTS

A recommendation was made to the Richland Community College Board of Trustees to approve the purchase of eight Career Exploration Carts with five Project Boards for $58,210 from Vista AST, LLC of Youngstown, OH., as presented.  

Carr moved to approve the purchase of eight Career Exploration Carts with five Project Boards for $58,210 from Vista AST, LLC of Youngstown, OH., as presented.  Diskey seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes.  Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.


FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The February 2026 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $1,826,211.72 for was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Bishop Dunning moved to ratify the February bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Rood seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Vice Chairman Andreas declared the motion carried.



REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

· President Valdez reported to the Board of Trustees that the Audit should be ready for review by April or May.  
· The J1ERP conversion is on schedule.  However, the Budget that the Board reviews in May, may be slightly delayed.
· May 15, 2026 – Nursing Pinning is at 5:00 p.m. and Commencement is at 7:00 p.m. at the Decatur Civic Center.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

·  Vicki Carr invited the Trustees to join in the Road Scholar presentation at the Macon Community Center on April 29, 2026.  Additional information will be sent via email.
· Bishop Dunning shared that numerous Trustees and President’s recognized Richland Community College at the ICCTA meeting regarding our Culinary Arts, EnRich, and CDL programs.  

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Diskey moved to enter into closed session for the purpose of discussing individual employment, as specified in section 2 (c) (1); for the purpose of discussing collective negation matters, as specified in Section 2 (c) (2); for discussion of purchase or lease of real property, as specified n Section 2 (c) (5); for discussion of pending or probable litigation, as specified in Section 2 (c) (16) of the open Meeting Act. Bishop Dunning seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Vice Chair Andreas declared the motion carried. 


Meeting convened into closed session at 6:56 p.m. 

Meeting reconvened into open session at 8:34 p.m.


	

ADJOURNMENT

Diskey moved and Bishop Dunning seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.



________________________
Dan Diskey, Secretary

