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Board of Trustees minutes
January 20, 2026


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

January 20, 2026
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, January 20, 2026, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Chairman Colee. Chairman Colee also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Vicki Carr, Marcy Rood, Dan Diskey, Ben Andreas, Dale Colee,  Bishop Wayne Dunning, and Rachael Pender

Trustees Absent: Maryann Albers

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on December 16, 2025, had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Diskey moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on December 16, 2025.  Andreas seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed Valerie Wells of the Herald and Review.

 WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Rachael Pender and Josh McAlpine presented Richland Tree Care Training.  They are partnering with the U of I Extension office for free analysis of the trees on campus and how we can maintain healthy thriving trees, reduce long-term expenses, identify tree defects, produce resources and assist in maintaining Richland’s recognition as a Tree Campus.  
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REPORT OF ICCTA

Bishop Wayne Dunning reminded everyone of the upcoming ACCT Leadership Congress in Washington D.C. that will be held February 8-11, 2026 

MONITORING REPORT

Dr. Isaac Zuniga provided the Monitoring Report – Student Profile and Enrollment.

REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Student Trustee Rachael Pender presented the Student Leadership Council Report. 
 
FOUNDATION REPORT

Julie Melton reported on top accomplishments, projects in progress and new opportunities on the horizon. 

CONSENT AGENDA

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow for the employment of the Director of Business Services and the Director of Clean Energy Contract Incubator/Minority Mentor Protégé Program.  The Personnel Update was added for information only. 

Carr moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Diskey seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes.  Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FY24 AUDIT

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would accept the FY24 Annual Financial Report, as presented. 

Andreas moved to accept the FY24 Annual Financial Report, as presented.  Bishop Dunning seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried. 


NEW BUSINESS

STUDENT PHOTO PROFILE 4.1.6 – SECOND READING
 
A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to add Board Policy 4.1.6 – Student Photo Identification, as presented.  This is the second reading.  No action is necessary.


FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The December 2025 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $2,399,158.37 for December 2025 was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Carr moved to ratify the December bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Rood seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

None

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

· Bishop Dunning recognized what a delight it is to work with the Trustees and Administrators of Richland Community College.  
· Dan Diskey complimented Rachael and her successes as a Student Trustee.  She has a contagious drive to work with the students, communicates well and shows strength in working on all levels.  

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None

ADJOURNMENT

Bishop Dunning moved and Diskey seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.



________________________
Dan Diskey, Secretary

