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Board of Trustees minutes
October 14, 2025


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

October 14, 2025
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. Tuesday, October 14, 2025, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Chairman Colee. Chairman Colee also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Dale Colee, Vicki Carr, Marcy Rood, Dan Diskey, Ben Andreas, and Rachael Pender

Trustees Absent:  Bishop Wayne Dunning

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

DEDICATION OF TRUSTEE EMERITUS, TOM RITTTER

Duane Noland and Chairman Colee honored Tom Ritter and presented his family with the proclamation.

OATH OF OFFICE AND SEATING OF APPOINTED TRUSTEE

Chairman Colee administered the oath of office to Maryann Albers.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on September 16, 2025, and the Special Meeting on October 7, 2025, had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Andreas moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on September 16, 2025, and the Special meeting on October 7, 2025.  Diskey seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed the Ritter family, Duane Noland, and new employees Josh Henderson, Teresa Tarbuck, Tiffany Quinze-Nolan, Amy Sailer, Matthew Bowman, Maria Alberto, Jamison Neff, Mike Monardo, and Joe Drew.


 WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

None
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REPORT OF ICCTA

Vicki Carr reminded everyone of the GLI training that will take place in November.  If interested, please let Madonna know so that we can get registered.

MONITORING REPORT

Commander Jim Getz presented the Monitoring Report – MCLETC

FACULTY REPORT

Michelle Stephens gave the faculty report on the upcoming performance of The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  This will be presented in the Shilling Auditorium on October 24 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., October 25, 26, November 1 and 2 at 2:00 p.m.  Everyone received a complimentary ticket to the performance. 
    
REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Student Rachael Pender presented the Student Leadership Council Report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA

The Personnel update was in the Board packet as information only. 

NEW BUSINESS

BOARD POLICY 1.22 – ENDS STATEMENTS – SECOND READING

Board Policy currently includes Ends Statements specific to student learning, student support, academic preparation and societal and cultural knowledge acquisition.

The following Ends Statements expand to include financial and facilities Statements:

Fiscal Responsibility

Because of Richland’s commitment to fiscal responsibility and transparency, the institution will maintain a balanced budget and efficient operations—ensuring that students benefit from stable, well supported programs and services that promote their academic and career success.

Because of Richland’s strategic financial planning and stewardship, the college will sustain long term viability allowing students to continue accessing high quality education and resources, even amid changing economic conditions.


Because of Richland’s efforts to expand and diversify funding, students will benefit from increased affordability, reduced financial barriers, and enhanced support through scholarships, grants, and community partnerships.

Facilities and Grounds

Because of Richland’s commitment to well maintained and modern facilities, students will learn in safe, accessible, and technologically equipped environments that enhance their educational experience and success.

Because of Richland’s responsible management of its physical assets, the college will ensure that facilities are efficiently utilized, environmentally sustainable, and supportive of current and future academic, workforce, and community needs.

Because of Richland’s strategic investment in campus infrastructure, the community will benefit from welcoming spaces that promote engagement, collaboration, and lifelong learning.

This is the second reading.  No action is necessary.

APPROVAL FOR PURCHASE OF PRODUCTIVE ROBOTS OB7 ROBOTIC ARM

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow the purchase of the Productive Robotics OB-7 robotic arm from Moss Enterprises of Johnson, Iowa in the amount of $36,100.00, as presented.  

Diskey moved to allow the purchase of the Productive Robotics OB-7 robotic arm from Moss Enterprises of Johnson, Iowa in the amount of $36,100.00, as presented. Carr seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.   

BOARD ROOM LAPTOP REPLACEMENT

[bookmark: _Hlk211414737]A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow administration to purchase 16 Lenovo ThinkPad laptops from CDW-G of Vernon Hills, IL in the amount of $11,619.84, as presented.  

Diskey moved to allow administration to purchase 16 Lenovo ThinkPad laptops from CDW-G of Vernon Hills, IL in the amount of $11,619.84, as presented.  Carr seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  



MMPP LAPTOPS COHORT 21

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow administration to purchase 18 Lenovo ThinkPad laptops from Paragon Micro in the amount of $13,072.32, as presented. 

Andreas moved to allow administration to purchase 18 Lenovo ThinkPad laptops from Paragon Micro in the amount of $13,072.32, as presented. Pender seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  

APPROVAL TO PURCHASE EUNA GRANTS GRANT MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow College Administration to purchase a solution that offers the most complete, end-to-end grant management system available, spanning the full grant lifecycle in one unified platform, in the amount of $29,966.66, as presented.  The quote was shared with the Trustees during the meeting.

Carr moved to allow College Administration to purchase a solution that offers the most complete, end-to-end grant management system available, spanning the full grant lifecycle in one unified platform, in the amount of $29,966.66, as presented.  Albers seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

MMPP COHORT 20 LAPTOPS

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow College Administration to purchase 18 Lenovo ThinkPad Laptops from Paragon Micro in the amount of $13,072.32, as presented.  The quote was shared with the Trustees during the meeting.

Diskey moved to allow College Administration to purchase 18 Lenovo ThinkPad Laptops from Paragon Micro in the amount of $13,072.32, as presented.  Andreas seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FY23 AUDIT-REISSUED

 It is recommended that the Board of Trustees accept the FY2023 Annual Financial       Report, as presented.

Carr moved to accept the FY2023 Annual Financial Report, as presented. Diskey seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes. Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.







FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The September 2025 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $2,100,186.74 for September 2025 was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Rood moved to ratify the September bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Diskey seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

· President Valdez reported to the Board of Trustees that we received a preliminary report from the ACEN and JRCERT site visits.  Everything went well and we will wait for the final report.
· Cadavers and Cocktails is tomorrow at 4:30 p.m.  Please feel free to come and tour the Cadaver lab and enjoy an evening on campus.  
· The Chamber Business Lunch – State of Education will take place on November 4 at noon at Millikin.  Dr. Clark from DPS, Dr. Pribbenow from Millikin and Dr. Valdez from Richland Community College are the guest speakers.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

· Rachael Pender shared that the students are collecting signatures for a petition to beautify the campus.  She plans to present information at the November meeting.  

· Vicki Carr shared that the Illinois Humanities has contacted the Macon Library to host three events for road scholars.  She will keep the Board informed as she knows more.

· Dale Colee welcomed Maryann Albers to the Board.


 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Dan Diskey moved to enter into closed session for the purpose of discussing individual employments, as specified in Section 2 (c) (1); for the purpose of discussing collective negotiation matters, as specified in Section 2 (c) (2); for discussion of purchase or lease of real property, as specified in Section 2(c) (5); for discussion of pending or probable litigation, as specified in Section 2 (c) (11); and for self-evaluation, as specified in Section 2 (c) (16) of the Open Meetings Act. Carr seconded.  Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Colee declared the motion carried.  

Meeting convened into closed session at 7:10 p.m.

Meeting convened into open session at 8:28 p.m.


ADJOURNMENT

Andreas moved and Rood seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.



________________________
Dan Diskey, Secretary

