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Richland Community College Receives $6.8 Million Gift
from Local Donor

DECATUR, IL - The Richland Community College (RCC) Foundation is celebrating a $6.8 million gift left to
the RCC Foundation by long-time donors Walter and Alice Scherer of Decatur. This contribution is the
largest by any individual in Illinois made to a community college and was announced today during a
special Celebration of Generosity in memory of the donors. The money will be used to continue funding
the Walter and Alice Scherer Scholarship which was established in 1991 to help students pay for their
education.

In addition, RCC today renamed the RCC Industrial Technology Center, the Scherer Industrial Technology
Center in honor of the Scherer’s generous gift. “We want their legacy to live on at Richland. Their
generosity and passion for education is unmatched. We are proud to unveil the newly named Scherer
Industrial Technology Center to the community,” RCC President Dr. Gayle Saunders said.

“Walter and Alice Scherer will always be remembered for their generosity to Richland and the Decatur
community,” Dr. Joseph Schrodt, RCC Foundation Board member said. “The gift they have left behind
goes beyond dollars. They are making it possible for scores of deserving and dedicated students to get a
quality education. They did so much for local students in their life time and will continue to make a
significant impact in years to come. We thank them for their continued generosity to help give hard
working students a chance.”

Walter and Alice Scherer were both life long residents of Decatur. Walter was a self made engineer who
realized the importance of formal education and the value of philanthropic giving. The Scherer’s created a
scholarship program through Richland in 1991 and to date have helped 74 students pay for their tuition
and get a quality education to help better their lives.

“This Scholarship has provided me with the resources to begin my journey,” Claire Gillett, a recipient of
the Walter and Alice Scherer Scholarship. “With the help of the scholarship, | was able to graduate from
Richland with a degree in three semesters. Now as a first semester junior at Illinois State University I will
graduate in the fall of 2010 with a Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science. Through their generous gifts, |
have been able to make my dreams come alive. [ will always be extremely thankful to Richland
Community College and the Scherer Scholarship.”
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The Scherer donation, along with generous donations from other major donors kicks off a major gift
campaign for the Richland Community College Foundation aimed at investing in the community and the
education of students. The Investing in Our Future Campaign embarks on an aggressive, ongoing plan to
ensure that Richland Community College is poised to meet the educational and training needs of our
community. Through Scholarships and Programs students get one step closer to fulfilling their dream.

Richland Community College Foundation awards over $450,000 in scholarships each year from 94
specific scholarship funds. Each semester, more than 250 students receive financial assistance. Many of
the funds have been established by companies, families, individuals and trusts or foundations.
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